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Matthew 5:7: “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”
Matthew 18:21-35
21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I
do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 23 “Therefore the
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed
him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered
him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be
made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that
servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant
went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a
hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you
owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he
should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had
taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should
not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in
anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt.35 So
also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart.”
1. Get in the door of mercy (vs.23-27)
(your debt was forgiven)
Colossians 2:13-15
13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our
trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its
legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the
rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over
them in him.

2. Come out the other side of the door. (vs.28-30)
(reciprocate that mercy to others)

Matt. 5:43-44 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you.”
Jude 21-23
21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ that leads to eternal life. 22 And have mercy on those who doubt; 23 save
others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating
even the garment stained by the flesh.
3. Don’t get stuck in the middle. (vs.31-35)
Hebrews 12:15
See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness”
springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled;
•
•
•
•
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