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1When

Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat
down, His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His mouth and began to teach
them, saying, 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 4:23-5:1
23 Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and
every kind of sickness among the people. 24 The news about Him
spread throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, those
suffering with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and
He healed them.25 Large crowds followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis
and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan. 1When Jesus saw the
crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came
to Him.
What are the blessings of being poor in spirit?
1. Recognizing spiritual emptiness.
Luke 18:9-14
9 And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that
they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into
the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The
Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not
like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector.12 I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax
collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to
heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the
sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be
exalted.”
2. Renewing spiritual need.
Revelation 3:14-22
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God,
says this: 15 ‘I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you
were cold or hot. 16 So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I
will spit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, “I am rich, and have become
wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do not know that you are wretched
and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 18 I advise you to buy from Me gold

refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may
clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and
eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.19 Those whom I love, I reprove
and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door
and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him
and will dine with him, and he with Me. 21 He who overcomes, I will grant to
him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My
Father on His throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.’”
3. Receiving the Kingdom of God.
Philippians 3:7-9
7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the
sake of Christ. 8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may
be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law,
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from
God on the basis of faith.

