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Dr. Jacob T. King, Senior Pastor
Sermon Title: “The Chaos is not the Cause”
Text: Joel 1: 1-20 (NASB)
1 The word of the Lord that came to Joel, the son of Pethuel: 2 Hear this, O elders,
And listen, all inhabitants of the land. Has anything like this happened in your
days or in your fathers’ days? 3 Tell your sons about it, And let your sons tell their
sons, and their sons the next generation. 4 What the gnawing locust has left, the
swarming locust has eaten; And what the swarming locust has left, the creeping
locust has eaten; And what the creeping locust has left, the stripping locust has
eaten. 5 Awake, drunkards, and weep; And wail, all you wine drinkers, on account
of the sweet wine that is cut off from your mouth. 6 For a nation has invaded my
land, Mighty and without number; Its teeth are the teeth of a lion, and it has the
fangs of a lioness. 7 It has made my vine a waste and my fig tree splinters. It has
stripped them bare and cast them away; Their branches have become white.
8 Wail like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the bridegroom of her youth.
9 The grain offering and the drink offering are cut off from the house of the Lord.
The priests mourn, the ministers of the Lord. 10 The field is ruined, the land
mourns; for the grain is ruined, the new wine dries up, fresh oil fails. 11 Be
ashamed, O farmers, wail, O vinedressers, for the wheat and the barley; because
the harvest of the field is destroyed. 12 The vine dries up and the fig tree fails;
The pomegranate, the palm also, and the apple tree, all the trees of the field dry
up. Indeed, rejoicing dries up from the sons of men. 13 Gird yourselves with
sackcloth and lament, O priests; Wail, O ministers of the altar! Come, spend the
night in sackcloth O ministers of my God, for the grain offering and the drink
offering are withheld from the house of your God. 14 Consecrate a fast, proclaim
a solemn assembly; gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to the
house of the Lord your God, and cry out to the Lord. 15 Alas for the day! For
the day of the Lord is near, and it will come as destruction from the Almighty.
16 Has not food been cut off before our eyes, gladness and joy from the house of
our God? 17 The seeds shrivel under their clods; The storehouses are desolate,
the barns are torn down, for the grain is dried up. 18 How the beasts groan!
The herds of cattle wander aimlessly because there is no pasture for them;
even the flocks of sheep suffer. 19 To You, O Lord, I cry; for fire has devoured the
pastures of the wilderness and the flame has burned up all the trees of the field.
20 Even the beasts of the field pant for You; for the water brooks are dried up
And fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness.
I. The Clues of the Chaos (vs.1-12)
A. Economic chaos
B. Moral chaos
C. Spiritual Chaos

II. The Real Cause of the Chaos (vs.4)
4 What the gnawing locust has left, the swarming locust has eaten; And what
the swarming locust has left, the creeping locust has eaten; And what the
creeping locust has left, the stripping locust has eaten.
Deuteronomy 28:38-48
38 “You shall bring out much seed to the field but you will gather in little, for the
locust will consume it. 39 You shall plant and cultivate vineyards, but you will
neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes, for the worm will devour
them. 40 You shall have olive trees throughout your territory but you will not
anoint yourself with the oil, for your olives will drop off. 41 You shall have sons
and daughters but they will not be yours, for they will go into captivity. 42 The
cricket shall possess all your trees and the produce of your ground. 43 The alien
who is among you shall rise above you higher and higher, but you will go down
lower and lower. 44 He shall lend to you, but you will not lend to him; he shall be
the head, and you will be the tail. 45 “So all these curses shall come on you and
pursue you and overtake you until you are destroyed, because you would not obey
the Lord your God by keeping His commandments and His statutes which He
commanded you. 46 They shall become a sign and a wonder on you and
your descendants forever. 47 “Because you did not serve the Lord your God with
joy and a glad heart, for the abundance of all things; 48 therefore you shall serve
your enemies whom the Lord will send against you, in hunger, in thirst, in
nakedness, and in the lack of all things; and He will put an iron yoke on your neck
until He has destroyed you.
III. The Cure for the Chaos (vs.5,11-14)
1. Soberness to those who were Intoxicated (the pleasure-seekers) (vs.5)
2. Supplication to those who were Inactive (the farmers) (vs.11-12)
3. Seriousness to those who were Idle (the priests) (vs.13-14)

