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16 Therefore,

confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.
17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might
not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then
he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.
41 And

Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink, for there is a sound of the
rushing of rain.” 42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to
the top of Mount Carmel. And he bowed himself down on the earth and put his
face between his knees. 43 And he said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the
sea.” And he went up and looked and said, “There is nothing.” And he said, “Go
again,” seven times. 44 And at the seventh time he said, “Behold, a little cloud like
a man's hand is rising from the sea.” And he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare
your chariot and go down, lest the rain stop you.’” 45 And in a little while the
heavens grew black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab
rode and went to Jezreel. 46 And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah, and he
gathered up his garment and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.
Fervent Prayer is:
1. Fueled by our humanity (vs. 17)
“Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might
not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth.”
2. Grounded in God’s power (vs. 16)
“The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.”
1 Kings 8:35-36
When heaven is shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against
you, if they pray toward this place and acknowledge your name and turn from
their sin, when you afflict them, 36 then hear in heaven and forgive the sin of
your servants, your people Israel, when you teach them the good way in which
they should walk, and grant rain upon your land, which you have given to
your people as an inheritance.
3. Sustained until finished (vs. 18)
“Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.”
1 Kings 18:41-46
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