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5 And

at the evening sacrifice I rose from my fasting, with my garment and my
cloak torn, and fell upon my knees and spread out my hands to the Lord my
God, 6 saying: “O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift my face to you, my God,
for our iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our guilt has mounted up
to the heavens. 7 From the days of our fathers to this day we have been in
great guilt. And for our iniquities we, our kings, and our priests have been given
into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, to
plundering, and to utter shame, as it is today. 8 But now for a brief moment favor
has been shown by the Lord our God, to leave us a remnant and to give us
a secure hold within his holy place, that our God may brighten our eyes and grant
us a little reviving in our slavery. 9 For we are slaves. Yet our God has not
forsaken us in our slavery, but has extended to us his steadfast love before the
kings of Persia, to grant us some reviving to set up the house of our God, to repair
its ruins, and to give us protection in Judea and Jerusalem.
3 Steps of Renewal, Revival, and Breakthrough:
1. Face it (vs.5-7)
5 And at the evening sacrifice I rose from my fasting, with my garment and my
cloak torn, and fell upon my knees and spread out my hands to the Lord my
God, 6 saying: “O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift my face to you, my
God, for our iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our guilt
has mounted up to the heavens. 7 From the days of our fathers to this day we
have been in great guilt. And for our iniquities we, our kings, and our priests
have been given into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to
captivity, to plundering, and to utter shame, as it is today.
2. Grace it (vs.8a)
“But now for a brief moment favor has been shown by the Lord our God,”
3. Place it (vs.8b-9)
“…to leave us a remnant and to give us a secure hold within his holy place,
that our God may brighten our eyes and grant us a little reviving in our
slavery. 9 For we are slaves. Yet our God has not forsaken us in our
slavery, but has extended to us his steadfast love before the kings of Persia, to
grant us some reviving to set up the house of our God, to repair its ruins, and
to give us protection in Judea and Jerusalem.”

