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9 You

shall take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the names of the sons of
Israel, 10 six of their names on the one stone, and the names of the remaining six on the
other stone, in the order of their birth. 11 As a jeweler engraves signets, so shall you
engrave the two stones with the names of the sons of Israel. You shall enclose them in
settings of gold filigree. 12 And you shall set the two stones on the shoulder pieces of the
ephod, as stones of remembrance for the sons of Israel. And Aaron shall bear their
names before the Lord on his two shoulders for remembrance. 13 You shall make settings
of gold filigree, 14 and two chains of pure gold, twisted like cords; and you shall attach
the corded chains to the settings. 15 “You shall make a breastpiece of judgment, in
skilled work. In the style of the ephod you shall make it—of gold, blue and purple and
scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen shall you make it.
29 So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of
judgment on his heart, when he goes into the Holy Place, to bring them to
regular remembrance before the Lord. 30 And in the breastpiece of judgment you shall
put the Urim and the Thummim, and they shall be on Aaron's heart, when he goes in
before the Lord. Thus Aaron shall bear the judgment of the people of Israel on his heart
before the Lord regularly.
14 Since

then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.15 For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect
has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
1. The onyx shoulder stones give us identity and meaning. (Exodus 28:1112)
11 As a jeweler engraves signets, so shall you engrave the two stones with the names
of the sons of Israel. You shall enclose them in settings of gold filigree. 12 And you
shall set the two stones on the shoulder pieces of the ephod, as stones of
remembrance for the sons of Israel. And Aaron shall bear their names before
the Lord on his two shoulders for remembrance.
2. The breastplate gives us forgiveness and value. (Exodus 28:29)
29 So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of
judgment on his heart, when he goes into the Holy Place, to bring them to
regular remembrance before the Lord.
Hebrews 5:1-2
“Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to
represent the people in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for

sins.2 He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going
astray, since he himself is subject to weakness. “
3. The urim and thummim give us direction and discernment. (Exodus
29:30)
30 And in the breastpiece of judgment you shall put the Urim and the Thummim, and
they shall be on Aaron's heart, when he goes in before the Lord. Thus Aaron shall
bear the judgment of the people of Israel on his heart before the Lord regularly.

