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18 Now

when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the
sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and
trembled, and they stood far off 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we
will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” 20 Moses said to the
people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that the fear of him may be
before you, that you may not sin.” 21 The people stood far off, while Moses drew
near to the thick darkness where God was.
Deuteronomy 5:23-29
23 And as soon as you heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, while the
mountain was burning with fire, you came near to me, all the heads of your
tribes, and your elders. 24 And you said, ‘Behold, the Lord our God has shown us
his glory and greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire.
This day we have seen God speak with man, and man still live. 25 Now therefore
why should we die? For this great fire will consume us. If we hear the voice of
the Lord our God any more, we shall die. 26 For who is there of all flesh, that has
heard the voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of fire as we have, and
has still lived? 27 Go near and hear all that the Lord our God will say, and speak
to us all that the Lord our God will speak to you, and we will hear and do it.’
28 “And the Lord heard your words, when you spoke to me. And the Lord said to
me, ‘I have heard the words of this people, which they have spoken to you. They
are right in all that they have spoken. 29 Oh that they had such a heart as this
always, to fear me and to keep all my commandments, that it might go well with
them and with their descendants forever!
1. God desires to meet with you. (Ex. 20:21)
“The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God
was.”
2. Many things will keep you where you are. (Ex. 20:18-19)
18 Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the
sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and
trembled, and they stood far off 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we
will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.”
Ex. 32: 1
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the
people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us
gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.”

Ex. 32:24
24 So I said to them, ‘Let any who have gold take it off.’ So they gave it to me, and
I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf.”
3. Will you choose to accept God’s invitation to meet? (Acts 7:38-41)
38 This is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the angel
who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles
to give to us. 39 Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their
hearts they turned to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go
before us. As for this Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not
know what has become of him.’ 41 And they made a calf in those days, and offered
a sacrifice to the idol and were rejoicing in the works of their hands.
Heb. 12:18-24
18 For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and
gloom and a tempest 19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose
words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 20 For
they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the
mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses
said, “I tremble with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal
gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and
to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a
better word than the blood of Abel.

